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Introduction

Widespread loess deposits accumulated
during the last glaciations in low-eleva-
tion regions of Europe and are often
used as paleo-environmental archives!"
2]

High-elevation aeolian deposits occur
also in the European Alps (Sanetsch
Pass, Switzerland, Fig. 1) where they
have been interpreted as result of Late-
glacial (19-11.6 ka) glacier retreat* 4.
However, active geomorphic processes
and related complex sediment dynam-
ics occurring in high Alpine regions may
prevent the direct use of high-elevation
aeolian deposits as paleo-environmen-
tal indicators.

Research questions

« Which are the pre- and post-deposi-
tional histories of high-altitude aeolian
deposits?

» Can they be used as paleo-environ-
mental archives to reconstruct paleo-
climate and paleo-atmospheric circula-
tion pattern?

Multi-methodological
approach

- Sediment stratigraphy: log, grain-size
and micromorphological analyses

- Sediment geochemistry: XRD, TC and
TOC analyses

- Sediment dating: conventional and
portable luminescence measurements
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