
SSP Division Meeting 2021

20 April 2021  ||  13:30ï14:30 ||  Zoom meeting

Marc De Batist and the SSP Division Officers
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īInformation and News from the SSP Community
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vEGU21 Gather Online: statistics 
(as of 17 April 2021)

ī 13,801 abstracts in program

Ÿ   -24% relative to 2020 (but that was 11% up compared to 2019)

ī all presentations (in scientific sessions) in vPICO format

ī 843 active sessions || 636 vPICO sessions || 56 Short Courses || 32 Medal and Award 

Lectures

īWeek 1 (19-23 April): Union Symposia || Great Debates (Except GDB1) || most Medal 

and Award Lectures || most Division Meetings || 2 Short Courses per day

īWeek 2 (26-30 April): 38/39 parallel vPICO sessions || 4 Short Courses per day

ī Networking Events (including pop-ups) || Townhall Meetings || Side Events during both 

weeks

ī EGU Plenary 19 April || Medal & Award Celebration 22 April || Closing party 30 April



ī 13,982 registrations

ī Participants from 126 countries
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ī 3,675 registration fee waivers granted:
ī All scientists from Low / Lower-Middle Income Countries*

ī PhD candidates from Upper-Middle Income Countries*

ī Undergraduate and Master Students

ī Retired members of EGU

ī Medallists

ī Others (Teachers, Journalists, é)

* World Bank Definition
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vEGU21 Gather Online

Abstracts/Sessions per Program Group
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ī 5 interactive webinars discuss overarching and interdisciplinary topics of EGU-wide 

interest

ī US1 - Integrating geoscience into the European Green Deal

ī US2 - Post-Covid Geosciences

ī US3 -A Climate and Ecological Emergency: Can a pandemic help save usé?

ī US4 - Towards evolvable physics-based plants and landscape processes in terrestrial biosphere 

models

ī US5 - Faults, Rivers and Topography: in memory of Patience A. Cowie

vEGU21 Gather Online

Union Symposia



ī 5 interactive webinars on current discussion topics in the geosciences

ī GDB1 - Challenging discrimination in the geosciences: amplifying unheard voices

ī GDB2 - The role of scientific information in an emerging environmental crisis

ī GDB3 - Improving Research Software in the Geosciences

ī GDB4 - Slow science vs fast science

ī GDB5 - Bullying in Academia: towards creating a healthy and safe working environment

vEGU21 Gather Online

Great Debates



vEGU21 Gather Online

Early-Career Scientist Events

ī 56 Short Courses
ī 34 Short Courses with ECS as main convenor

ī 21 Networking Events led by and aimed at ECS

ī 3 Great Debates led by ECS

ī Jobs and Career Center initiatives
ī Meet the exhibitors

ī Meet the Talents

ī Blog on CV writing

ī Online CV-sticker

īOutreach
ī Introducing ECS Reps via EGU Blog

ī Blogs and Social Media blurbs about ECS-events



vEGU21 Gather Online

Science & Policy

Meet experts working at the interface of science & policy at a networking session! 

ī Science for Policy Meet and Greet: 

26 April, 16:00

ī Science-policy pairing scheme: 

a panel discussion: 27 April, 16:00

ī Practice pitching your policy 

ask to a policymaker: 28 April, 17:00



vEGU21 Gather Online

Science & Policy

How can scientists effectively engage with policy? Find out during these Short Courses! 

ī Your Handbook to Science for Policy: 

27 April, 10:00

ī How to influence policy through engaging 

with Parliaments: 28 April, 16:00



vEGU21 Gather Online

Equality, Diversity and Inclusion (EDI)

ī SC2.8 Promoting Diversity in Geosciences: 19 April, 10:00-11:00

ī SC2.9 Practical Recommendations on how to combat discriminatory work environments in the 

Geosciences: 19 April, 14:30-15:30

ī EOS5.1 Promoting and supporting equality, diversity and inclusion in the geosciences: 26 April, 

11:00-14:15

ī GDB5 Bullying in Academia: towards creating a healthy and safe working environment (ECS Great 

Debate): 22 April, 09:00-10:30

ī GDB1 Challenging discrimination in the geosciences: Amplifying unheard voices: 26 April, 15:00-

16:30

ī NET0 Picture a Scientist Film Screening, 24-26 April

ī EDI Networking Event: 26 April, 17:00-17:30

ī EGU Pride: 19 April, 17:30-19:00

ī EGU EDI Colouring Book



vEGU21 Gather Online

Equality, Diversity and Inclusion (EDI)

EDI Logo

Session conveners fulfill all three criteria:

ī Include conveners from 

multiple countries and 

institutes

ī Have conveners from 

different career stages, 

including at least one ECS

ī Include conveners that 

represent more than one 

form of gender identity 

EGU 

average

71%



vEGU21 Gather Online

#EGUart

ī 4 artists (not!) in residence

ī #EGUart room in Virtual Conference Centre

ī #ActualLivingScientist (EDI initiative)

ī Colouring book (EDI initiative)

ī Imaggeo photo competition

ī Kids Art



vEGU21 Gather Online

Networking

ī Scheduled networking events (Division, ECS, etc.), 

including on Gather.town

ī Pop-up networking events

ī EGU committee meet & greets

ī Viennese settings 

(café, art exhibits, cooking)

ī Quiet room (Spotify playlist)

ī vEGU21 platform built-in 

networking capabilities 

(networker, handshake)


